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| T66S NOT YOUR B miRAHbysAup the whole defi-

|l 6m astounded
birthday parties have taken in
my grandkids life. Sure you can
chalk some of that up to the
curmudgeonly grandfather with
which the fates have saddled
them. Going to birthday parties
is still a pretty big deal. Seems
like every weekend their
parents are traipsing off
to the local More-Junk-
Than-You-Need Mart to
find a present for a friend
i or at least a classmate
whose name they can
spell.

Every kid that emerges
from one of these parties
is toting a goody bag of candy
and trinkets & a gift thanking
them for bringing a gift. Plan-

ning your own ¢
not a task | <co
hal f way there

planned and financed one of

these kiddie-e x t r avagamza d & ss.

Are you up to the pressure of
providing an adequate goody
bag to every cake-encrusted
child who leaves the house that
day?
ltds a | ong
donkey prelude
crowned cake and ice cream!
Is it just another symptom of
the hyper-consumerism of our
culture? When you give a gift,
are you supposed to get some-
thing in return? That pretty

way
Atradi tithe-taibdn the p

ahithensoal agi ft

seem to change for us as we
get older, when we find our-
selves trolling the aisles at the
mall at Christmastime or click-
ing through Web sites trying to
find a gift for cousin Vinnie or
for that generic gift to have for

someone you never expected

to drop by to say Merry Christ-
mas. All this giving and get-

ting gooh@ om, alpoatensibly ini s

toadr of the biftb of desus.
wWWWengywoeaodogefts
because the wise men gave

t o
one mom tell her youngster in
line at the Buy-It-by-the-
Truckload Club.

So, if thatos t
Jesus be the one getting the
giff2r om t he

Retently | heard of a pastor

on

baby J

take whatever amount they

spent oh IChristrgas presents 0 t

for friends and family and give

an equal amount to a church-

wide mission project d in his
churchoés case, a v
to bring clean water and edu-
cation to refugees in Darfur.
The results were incredible.

I love it! @ so much so that
webre doing a
paign at St.
challenge is to all those
folks who come back to
church during Advent and
especially those who come
on Christmas Eve to give to
the Heifer International
(www.heifer.org), which
provides a variety of livestock

to families in developing coun-
tries. For just $10, you can
send a flock of chicks, or a
Bhgare in some larger livestock.
$5600.00 pravides a whble r
heifer.

éhssus | gréat time th eéal-r d
lenge the nutty spending pat-
terns that have invaded our
sacred holiday. R €
hotyouwr birthday 6 s h @ s | d e & t
birthday. |l t 6s a
make Jesus smile- After all,

S i
Pau

butsideMDaytod, Ohicveha d | e a gift for life!

every year at Christmas time
tells his congregation to re-
member t hat
birthday; it
A few years back he began
challenging his congregation to
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when you give Jesl
6s not your
Jesusd birthday. o



AAnd 1t came to pass 1 n t
cree from Ca e isteetay
[ d2] SQ& | O02dzyi 2F G(KS

chapter two (KJV)That decree caused Mary ang
Joseph to travel to Bethlehem, the city of David
where Jesus was born according to ancient pro
ecy. D2RQ& GAYAy3 A& LISN
will. Galatians 4:6 reads@ . dzi 6 KSy
had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a

_~ woman, born under law, to redeem those unde
=1 law, that we might receive the full rights of
azyaovoé¢ obLzt0O

D2RQa LINPYAA&ASA I NB { NHzSThroygRoutthe @I
Testament God inspired His prophets to write down many promises of
ior. The faithful people of God believed His promises and were saved b
faith even though they had not seen the Savior with their own eyédsey
lived before Christmas and we live after Christm@& also have not seen
Jesus with our own eyes and yet, by the miraculous power of the Holy §
we believe that on that first Christmas Christ took on Himself our human
form, kept the law perfectly for us, preached the good news of salvation
performed countless miracles and then offered Himself up as the precio
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, ours included!

I KNAadYla Aa || @OSNeB 22@&2dza 2001 &
into the world but we also know that the shadow of the cross already ho
ered over the manger where the baby Jesus was ldielwas born to die in
our place so that the door to heaven will be open to us and all who belie
Him as our only true Lord and Savior.

As Christian stewards we live in the light of the Gospel and freely and jg
YEyEF3S Ef 2F ftAFS | YR fGod Sf€ed upNH
best for us and in response we strive to offer our best to Hduring this
joyful Christmas season we have many opportunities to show our love f
God by showing love to all the neighbors He has placed around us, esp
those who have special needs of body, soul and sp¥iy God help us to
use our gifts of time, talents, skills and financial resources to His glory a
the welfare of those around usMay He especially help us to be like the
shepherds and spread the good news of salvation in Christ alone!

For lo, the days have come to pass
By prophets seen of old,
When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.
His word of peace shall to the earth
D2RQ& | yOASY(d LINBYA&AS
And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing.
(LSB, 366, verse 4)
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The MidWeek Memoc i K G Q&
what. L G QaYy Ay S JA SOS
sending out to anyone who has given
their e-mail address.Now in its second
Y2y (GK 27F
{hpisbRN [qepdsypisingy
well. No adsg no-pop-ups¢ no flashing
Yanners and no recipedt has even
en reported to have creased the cof
ners of some mouths with a gridust a
simple one page of info sent each We
iz KStLI 1SSLI dza |

Il I gSy Qi 0SSy MNBeRS
thing? Just send your-enail address to
hempelw@yahoo.coh Y R 4 S Qf
that you get on put on the list

SAPIL G Q& af FNBS. &S
%Aa tionlgL%\ran{aee%t or%é:!tsr\%%a%‘?
for the price. While it might make a nic
K2f ARIF& 3IATFAIZ 685
IWncle Tom in TimbuktuNo email? Ask
your Uncle Tom for an internet conneq
tion and an email address for Christ-
||ya’s.AOh yesq if by some strange turn g
SGRDEHT RRNIHE ROS
week thing and see it as just somethin
else clogging your thox¢ let us know,

d well (sadly) remove your name frg

iy
e list.

& LJdzo fwael | |

The flower
chart for al-
tar flowers
for 2010 will
be in the nar{
thex soon. Please sign up for th
i@ that you would like to

place flowers on the altar. The
price is $25 per week. Payment
can be made now or when the

e
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DECEMBER 13
10:00 AM
SUNDAY SCHOOL PAGENT
LUTHER HALL

CHRISTMAS EVE
DECEMBER 24th

5:30 PM
FAMILY CANDLELIGHT SERVICH

CHRISTMAS DAY
DECEMBER 25th
10:00 AM WORSHIP

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 27th
10:00
SERVICE OF LESSONS
AND CAROLS

CHRISTMAS AT SEA

We have had a fairly good re-
sponse, once again for our
Christmas at sea boxes. More
gift boxes are still needed. It is
not too late to gather some arti-
cles and wrap them up in a shoe-
box for our visiting sailors. The
boxes will be distributed during
the month of December. Thank
you for all your help!!
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Caﬁs for, the
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Here is a list of shut-ins for
those who would like to remem-
ber them with cards at this
Christmas season. Our Christ-
mas mailbox will be located in
Luther Hall through December
14*. If you have greetings for
out of town shut-ins, please malil
the cards to them.

Cookie donations for our Shut-
Ins will be collected. Please see
the article elsewhere in the
newsletter.

Mrs. Mary Grell

Julia Blair Nursing Home
325 Northern Blvd.
Albany, NY 12204

Mr. James Lewis
6645 Corina Ct.
Columbia, MD 21044

Mr. Carl Mueller
20 Shaker Drive
Loudonville, NY 12211

Miss Marie Weideman
Good Samaritan Home
141 Rockefeller Rd
Delmar, NY 12054

Mrs. Margaret Mull
41 Linton Ave.
Albany, NY 12205

Braille Ministry

I %
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cle found recently in our local news

paper. The article went on to state
how few books are published for th
blind and these are so very much

more expensive than printed bookg

I 26 F2Nldzyl S 69
be a part os Lutheran Braille Work
ers, Inc. which produces Braille an
large print FREE of charge to morg
than 120 countries on over 40 lan-
guages. That need is great also. T
VOLUNTEERS!

We do have a faithful team of 5 pe
ple (2 of whom are not members o
{dd t I dAf Qav @K2
produce approximately 40 books &
month. A substitute list is needed i
case of emergency.

All materials needed for this great
mission are provided to us free by
the LBW organization. At our work
center, we produce 3 different
books: English Braille, Portuguese
Braille and Amharic Braille. These
books are sent all over the world
and are given free to anyone who
RSAANBad LGQa Si
blind children in Africa will learn to
read by way of the books we print.
Anyone who can read Braille or is
need of large print material has the
opportunity to receive the Bible,
hymns and all other Christian matg
rial. Just make a requestthere will
be no charge for the materials.
Since this entire ministry is funded
by freewill offerings, LBW would b¢
hopeful that each church involved
could defray its work center ex-
penses. Please consider helping w
this vital ministry.

-

A1%4

O

n

th



IHomemade cookies re being co'l-
:lected on Sunday, Decembér 13
,They will be packed up after Wo_r-

iship Please bake some of your:fa-

'VOI’I'[eS and bring them in so that
.our shuin friends can enjoy some
hollday treats. i
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Calendars available for $10.00.
This is a beautiful scenic calen-
dar, with a different inspiration
message for each month. See
Joan Aldi to purchase a calendar.

The December News-
letter has been spon-
sored by an anony-
mous donor. THANK
You!!

CORNERSTONE CAMPUS MINISTRY

You can help make a difference! On January 10, 2010, approximately 20 UAI-
bany students will be traveling to New Orleans to take part in the on-going
relief efforts in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. This will bet he 8" trip that the
Cornerstone Campus Ministry students have taken to the area. While pro-
gress is being made, the needs are still overwhelming as residents attempt to
restore their homes and their communities. The students will be working with
the United Methodist Church Disaster Response to rebuild homes in the area.
They anticipate doing construction work such as framing, sheet-rocking, shin-
gling, transportation, meals and supplies. Each student is asked to contribute
$175 toward the cost and the balance is covered by fund-raisers and dona-
tions from congregations and individual members. Upon return, the students
will be scheduling presentations in local churches to share their stories! If you
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£50(52196 6725< Handcraf(t)ed ?ard_ M_ake One, Take
ne' Invitation

If you_recall, the name Cameron Please join me in a Handcrafted Greeling
Quartlgrs appeflred on our prayer Card 'Make and Take' to be held on Satur-
list. Nicole Aldi's dear friend Sarah )
Quartiers gave birth to Cameron day, January 16th, 2010 fronl1 1.0‘30 AM
very prematurely in February to 12:30PM in Luther HaIl{Vg d like to
Vb9 Qi B | ng battle, Cameron expand_ St. Paul's Card Ministry so t_h we
was called to God's nearer pres- send birthday cards to all congregatio
ence on October 20, 2009. The membersCurrently, we send birthday
family has created a Foundation to cards to shts, those celebrating
donate books to premature infants ‘'significant’ birthdays, elders, &t neeq
and their families. During his long your help in building up our card inventory
hospital stay, Cameron learned to in order to accommodate the ministry gx-
recognize his Mother's voice be- pansion.
cause she read to him each time Here's how this workBor each card yo
she saw him (which was every assemble for the Card Ministry, you'll trnake
day!). Reading helped established a second to bring home for personalltise.
a connection between Mother and is really ‘Make Two, Take One' but that
Son when physical contact was not didn't rhymelf you make four, you'll bring
allowed. The website is http:// home two.Make eight, you'll bring horrle
Www.projectcameronsstory.com/. four....and S0 on.
Thank you all for your prayers for We'll be assembling the following typegs of
this wonderful baby boy and his )
family. cards: .

‘ Adult BirthdayFemale

‘ Adult BirthdayMale

‘ Girl's Birthday

‘ Boy's Birthday

‘ Thinking of You

‘ Get Well Soon

Making cards is really fun and e&gith

just a few minutes of instruction you'll pe

creating cards like a pidl provide all the

card supplies, light snacks and bever-

ages. A sigrup sheet will be in Luther Hall

on the pianoPlease bring a frien@en-

tlemen are welcome, too!




