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The idea of a Misery Index has been word processing wizardry, the Mis- personwhoisK 2 LIS R2Say Qi
around for a long time T since the ery Index can become the Mystery the current situation as final. Hope
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bellwether that factors inflation and tery Index grew out of the thoughts of deliverance. Surgery to remove a
unemployment. Economists reason of Gabriel Marcel. He thought keep-  cancer, for example, may not pro-
that when unemployment and infla- ing faith and hope when one is ut- duce a desired result. But as a per-
tion are high, that generally spells mis-  terly miserable has got to be the azy 2F K2LS sK2aS K
ery for consumers. greatest mystery ever! to a particular single methodology,
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If you want more, just Google it. | Mystery Index, it seems to me thata  am not shaken.
found a chart that compares the Mis- ~ Mystery Index could be determined ¢ KA a R2Say Qi YSIy
ery Index by presidential administra- by the factors of faith and hope. sive or merely a form of stoicism.
tions since Truman. The Misery Index ~ Marcel says that too often people | 21LJS YA3IKG 0SS OFffS
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who knows that God is for him or
her, As Christiains we must aim to
elevate the Mystery Index, the mys-
tery of faith and hope. It must be a

hower years at 6.26. From best to
worst, after Eisenhower, are Johnson,
Kennedy, Truman, George W. Bush,
Clinton, George H.W. Bush, Nixon,
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est Misery Index of almost 22, came available to others, helping miser-
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current Misery Index (May 2009) is tion of having something, such as ple! That is, people who understand

8.16, which gives you an idea of how love or hope, but beinglove and that their constant faith in God is

miserable things were in 1980. hope. A key component in this mys- not misplaced. People of faith and
tery is how we relate to others. hope are people whose hope and

Misery seems to have a great fascina-  When we make ourselves available faith shall not go unrewarded.

tion. Forbescompiles an annual list of  to others, we link ourselves with The alternative is despair, which says
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make the list! Still, misery is every- When we are present and available mined to live T in faith and in hope-
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lot of support on this T that the last in miserable times. The problem

quarter of 2008 and the first quarter with faith is that it must be constant

of 2009 were the worst of it, and and must have someone or some-
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soon. | wrestle with what does the mate object of faith; still worship

Church have to say/do when people and our common life help mediate

are miserable - losing their jobs, their ~ that object.
homes, their retirement packages and
are struggling to make ends meet.



August 2009

58 NJ CNASYRa i {d® tlI df Qas

Here | am sitting at my computer once again-I bet many of you thought you would never have to endure that again (it
has been since 2006, anyway, | digress). | am writing once again to make you aware of an exciting opportunity coming
this fall to a church near you! Yes, You!!Our congregation will be embarking on a 6-week long journey together
called GroupsAblazéd and the remarkable thing is that it is absolutely free! The only thing that will be required is
your time and commitment to this small group study. Motivation for Missionis a new six week study to help our con-
gregation focus on our purpose as individuals and as a church. It seeks to answer the question, @ 2 K& | NB S K
This study covers the following:

*Lost in America

*Why is the Church on Earth?

*Change? You Gotta Be Kidding!

*The Search

*The Power of a Team

*Starting Interest Groups
We are not here by accident! This will be a time of fellowship in homes around the Word of God! Some of you will
want to host the home meetings and our challenge as a congregation is to have 100% participatiorby our members
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hours. EVERYONE is encouraged to invite their friends to attend these meetings. These friends can be from or outside
the church. There will be flexible weekly meeting dates as the host homes will choose the time and day and they will
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on Thursday, September 3 at 7 pm at the churclAttendance at this meeting does not mean that you are commit-

ting, just that the Lord has laid it upon your heart to find out more and to support the church as we begin our journey

in the Transforming Congregations process.
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based on Mattthew 8:23-27.
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thing new here at church) while Jesus was right here in the boat with me? Or, would I, like Peter, step out of the boat
in faith and let God build something with me?

Please pray for the Motivation for Mission six week study-¥ 2 NJ 2 dzNJ & dzO O
for your own role in this process; the Lord will tell you whattodo-€ 2 dz 2y f &
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And He might justsay, & / 2 Y'S @ ¢ (Matthew 14:29)

In His service,

Tina Harris



Transforming Churches Network (TCN) Update

Preparing for the Consulta-
tion Week -End

Completed:
1. Arrange a Pre -

Consultation Interview. -

Done. St . Paul
David Born in January.
2. Setthe Date. - Done. The

congregation members approved
our participation in the TCN proc-
ess at the
ing. A TCN consultation was then
scheduled for Friday-Sunday, Sep-
tember 25-27.
3. Gather Data. - Done. Demo-
graphic data was obtained from
the district.
4. Gather Prayer Support. - In
progress. Please continue to in-
clude the TCN process in your
prayers as we move forward with
t he
5. Prepare documents
Ma ny
with portions of the self -study
document and almost everyone
completed the surveys which was
sent to the consultation team in
August. The documentation in-
cluded the following:
Congregational History. A
brief history of the congre-
gation, covering pastoral
administrations, key
events in the life of the
congregation, description
and history of properties,
make-up of the congrega-
tion and other items which
may be helpful to the con-
sultation team in under-
standing the background
of the congregation.
Surveys A survey by the pastor,
a survey by congregational mem-
bers and a congregational exer-
cise were completed. These will

1T Done.

0s

Februa

process at St

peopl e at St

give the team some idea of the
readiness for and attitudes
about change in the congrega-
tion.

e Twenty years of congrega-
tional metrics. Financial reports
over the past twenty years were
copiled. Rata@and graphssof o r
church attendance and member-
ship statistics over the past
twenty years was also included.
[ Worship life indicators.
pigce tyeconguftadion teqevally -
not have experienced a worship
service at the church prior to
writing their report on the Satur-
day evening of the weekend,
sample bulletins were sent.
Publications Copies of a num-
ber of recent newsletters and
minutes from council and voters
meetings were sent.

. Thepsgliy- stigl document is
available for review. Ask

Pastpr griAnng Raganidar @ e d
copy.

Next Steps :
6. Assist the consulting

team with arrangements.

The lead consultant will gather
the consulting team, and will
work directly with the pastor
and/or leaders of the congrega-
tion to set up the physical ar-
rangements for the consultation.
These would include schedule,
space, meals and lodging. Still
to be done.

7. Make Financial Arrange-
ments. - Still to be done.

8. Setting the Consultation
Schedule. The Pastor and con-
gregational leaders are responsi-
ble for arranging interviews with
the various staff, and leadership
of the congregation during the
consultation weekend. The re-
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port will be written by the team

on Saturday evening and deliv-
ered to the whole congregation at
a town meeting (usually over
lunch) after the worship service
on Sunday morning. Still to be
done. Our consultation week-
end is scheduled for Septem-

ber 25 -27.

The Report and Aftermath:

The Report given to the con-
gregation on the Sunday

morning of the weekend will
consist of three sections:

I Five Strengths . These will
be the five most significant assets
of a congregation upon which
outreach and growth strategies
can be built.

[ Five Concerns . These will be
five aspects of the congregation
which are seen by the team to be
the most significant barriers to
outreach and growth.

Five Prescriptions . The team
will give five prescriptions which
address one to one each of the
concerns. These prescriptions will
be aimed at correcting behaviors
that inhibit outreach and promot-
ing activities which will lead the
congregation into a new life cycle.

As noted above, your whole-
hearted prayers are needed
as we move through this
process.

Also part of the TCN process :
Vision Statement: Pastor de-

veloped a Vision Statement for St.
Pauls with information gathered
at a meeting with members ear-
lier this summer.

Motivation for Mission T a 6-
week small group study to help


http://portal.revitalization-lcms.com/Portals/0/5%20Pastor%20Survey.pdf
http://portal.revitalization-lcms.com/Portals/0/6%20Leaders%20Survey.pdf
http://portal.revitalization-lcms.com/Portals/0/6%20Leaders%20Survey.pdf
http://portal.revitalization-lcms.com/Portals/0/2%20Exercise.pdf
http://portal.revitalization-lcms.com/Portals/0/2%20Exercise.pdf

BAKE 4 YOU

) WELCOME
: D BACK tq
Linda Kind-
lon!! She
will be back
in our kitchen baking up some
wonderful cookies, brownies and
a02ySaH
her if you are in the area!

ZUMBA

Have you ever heard of ZUMBA?
It is a Latin-inspired, dance-fitness
class that incorporates Latin and
International music and dance
movements, which create a dy-
namic, exciting, and effective fit-
ness system.

A ZUMBAclass will be held here
in Luther Hall on Wednesday eve-
nings from 5:30-6:30 PM. Every-
one in invited to attend. The cost
is $7 per class. The first class is
scheduled for September 9. See
You There!!ll

KIDS vs. CANCER
OWSYy Ctfeyy
-law), was nanny to a young boy
who lost his fight against cancer.
Since then, Jen has been the head
of Kids v. Cancer)

On September 12th from2to 4
PM Kids V Cancer is having a Chil-
dren's Art Gallery in Luther Hall..
It is Childhood Awareness Day
and we would like to acknowl-
edge the spirit of all children
through their creativity and art.
Please join us for a Bake Sale/
Gallery. There is a 7 dollar admis-
sion that goes to pediatric re-
search. We appreciate your sup-
port.

Jennifer Flynn
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Kids v Cancer

——for——_ Qur annual Kick
Breakfast g oafast is

scheduled for Sunday, September
13™ at 9 AM. Come along for a
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ginning of our Sunday School and
Adult Forum for the year. Both of
those will begin on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20™ .

CHERRY HILL

LUNCHEON

On Sunday, September 20", St.
t I dzft Qa oGAf ¢
and presentation in support of
historic Cherry Hill (a house mu-
seum and landmark from 1787)
Following the luncheon, partici-
pants will have the opportunity to
take a behind the scenes tour of
the house describing the upcom-
ing restoration.

The cost is $10 adults/$5 children
under 12. For reservations, please
| ~ ~
info@ istoriccher%&f}llgrg by ar

September 14",

W LETOS
DANCE
) 52y Q0 YA
evening of danc-
ﬂ ing with music by
Jake of Fly 92,
LET'S DANCE pus the opportu-
nity to participate
in free ballroom dance lessons
with Jennifer Girard of Arthur

K2 a

Murray Studios!

Free admission with donations
welcomed. Donations ($10 sug-
gested) will go to First Lutheran
Homeless Shelter. This event is
sponsored by Thrivent Financial
for Thrivent members and
friends.

The date is Saturday, October
3" from 6-9 PM at First Lu-
theran Church, Wittenberg Hall,
181 Western Ave. Please make
reservations by September 26™
to Karl Manthei at 459-5111 or
at kmanthei@nycap.rr.com

CLUSTER

FOLLEGTIRAN A | ¢
The Sep-
tember/
October P
Cluster col-
lection will
benefit the

Emergency ——
Homeless H(S)I-AI/{E%%EIS{
Shelter at

First Lutheran Church. The fol-

f dzy OK !

{d

x |(ﬁN'§1§N§emS are needed: Pine

Sol, Bleach,Laundry deter-
gent,Bathroom cleaner, Toilet
cleanser/sanitizer, papedr tow-
els. Toilet paper, shower curtain
liners (dollar store) Kitchen
spray cleanup,baking soda,
Hanging air fresheners (not

as@ray)y layge brooms and heavy

duty mops, rubber gloves for
cleaning. These items cannot be
purchased with money from lo-
cal or state grants, therefore the
need is great! Cleaning is done
every day, so a tremendous
amount of supplies are needed.


mailto:kmanthei@nycap.rr.com
mailto:info@historiccherryhill.org

DO IT ANYWAY

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered
FORGIVE THEM ANYWAY
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.
BE KIND ANYWAY
If you are successful, you will win sime unfaithful friends and some

genuine enemies.

SUCCEED ANYWAY

If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you.
BE HONEST AND SINCERE ANYWAY
What you spent years creating, others could destroy overnight.
CREATE ANYWAY
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous.
BE HAPPY ANYWAY
The good you do today, will often be forgotten.
DO GOOD ANYWAY
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough.
GIVE YOUR BEST ANYWAY
In the final analysis, it is between you and God.
IT WAS NEVER BETWEEN YOU AND THEM ANYWAY.

(Mother Teresa)

Thanks to Marge Paulsen for sharing this with us.

WORSHIP HELPERS

THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER HAS BEEN

ELDER SPONSORED BY AN ANONYMOUS DONOR.
Martha Hempel THANK YOUI1
DATE FLOWERS SERVICE STEW- Communion Coffee Hour ALTAR
ARD Assistant
9/6 Arlene Hurley Martin Kahler Linda Calamaras The Calamaras Fam-
ily
Arlene Hurley/
Marty Hempel
9/13 Mary Boshea in mem- | Martin Kahler Linda Calamaras KICK OFF Breakfast
ory of her mother
Emma Sandwick
9/20 The Gebreyes Family | Andrew VanAcker | Tina Harris Cherry Hill Luncheon
Erika and
Annette Kahler
9/27 Lori Seim Andrew VanAcker | Tina Harris Sheryl Baum
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Marie Weidman will celebrate her 100 " birthday on Oc-
tober 1 s'!ll She has been a longtime member of St.
Paul 8ds and in her | ater year s& S h e
decorating tables for church events, etc. She is now a
resident at Good Samaritan Home, 141 Rockefeller Rd.,
Del mar, NY 12054. HAPPY BI RTH Y N
BLESSINGS TO YOU MARIE!!
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2. MARY BOSHEA

4. EDWIN CHARTIER

11. ARLENE HURLEY

21. MARGARET PAULSEN

SUNDAY SCHOOL
AND
ADULT FORUM
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Do you enjoy singing? Why not
sing in the choir!! Rehearsals
begin on Wednesday, Septemb
9th at 7 PM.

If you have any questions, talk
to Arnold Seim or one of the
choir members.

BEGINS A NEW SEASON ON
SEPTEMBER 13, 2009
9:00 AM
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ALL GOD®6S CHI LDREN ARE
JOIN US FOR A GREAT YEAR!! j
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